
1 Corinthians 3:1-2 NIV

1 Brothers and sisters, I could not address 
you as people who live by the Spirit but as 
people who are still worldly—mere infants 
in Christ. 2 I gave you milk, not solid food, 

for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, 
you are still not ready.



1 Corinthians 3:3-5 NIV

3 You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy 
and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are 

you not acting like mere humans? 4 For when one 
says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow 
Apollos,” are you not mere human beings?

5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only 
servants, through whom you came to believe—as the 

Lord has assigned to each his task.



1 Corinthians 3:6-9 NIV

6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has 
been making it grow. 7 So neither the one who plants 

nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, 
who makes things grow. 8 The one who plants and 
the one who waters have one purpose, and they will 
each be rewarded according to their own labor. 9 For 
we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s 

field, God’s building.



Matthew 28:19-20 NIV

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 and teaching them to obey everything I 

have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.”



Luke 19:10 NIV

For the Son of Man 
came to seek and to 

save the lost.



I. We All Begin 
As Mere Infants

1 Corinthians 3:1-2 NIV

1 Brothers and sisters, I could not address 
you as people who live by the Spirit but as 
people who are still worldly—mere infants 
in Christ. 2 I gave you milk, not solid food, 

for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, 
you are still not ready.



I. We All Begin 
As Mere Infants

1 Timothy 4:15 NIV

Be diligent in these matters; 
give yourself wholly to them, 

so that everyone may see 
your progress.



I. We All Begin 
As Mere Infants

2 Corinthians 5:17 NIV

Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has 
come: The old has gone, the 

new is here!



I. We All Begin 
As Mere Infants

Philippians 1:6 NIV

being confident of this, that he 
who began a good work in you 
will carry it on to completion 
until the day of Christ Jesus.



I. We All Begin 
As Mere Infants

Hebrews 5:12-14 NIV

12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be 
teachers, you need someone to teach you the 

elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You 
need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone who lives on 

milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the 
teaching about righteousness. 14 But solid food is for 

the mature, who by constant use have trained 
themselves to distinguish good from evil.



II. The Lord Expects Us
To Mature

1 Corinthians 3:3-5 NIV

3 You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy 
and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are 

you not acting like mere humans? 4 For when one 
says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow 
Apollos,” are you not mere human beings?

5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only 
servants, through whom you came to believe—as the 

Lord has assigned to each his task.



II. The Lord Expects Us
To Mature

Matthew 5:6 NIV

Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they 
will be filled.



II. The Lord Expects Us
To Mature

Ephesians 4:11-13 NIV

11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 
12 to equip his people for works of service, so that 
the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all 
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of 
the Son of God and become mature, attaining to 

the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.



II. The Lord Expects Us
To Mature

Ephesians 4:14-15 NIV

14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back 
and forth by the waves, and blown here and there 
by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and 

craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 
15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will 

grow to become in every respect the mature body 
of him who is the head, that is, Christ.



II. The Lord Expects Us
To Mature

2 Peter 1:5-8 NIV

5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your 
faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to 

knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, 
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to 

godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. 
8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, 

they will keep you from being ineffective and 
unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.



II. The Lord Expects Us
To Mature

1 Corinthians 13:11 NIV

When I was a child, I talked 
like a child, I thought like a 

child, I reasoned like a child. 
When I became a man, I put the 
ways of childhood behind me.



III. The Lord Gives
The Increase

1 Corinthians 3:6-9 NIV

6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has 
been making it grow. 7 So neither the one who plants 

nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, 
who makes things grow. 8 The one who plants and 
the one who waters have one purpose, and they will 
each be rewarded according to their own labor. 9 For 
we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s 

field, God’s building.



III. The Lord Gives
The Increase
John 15:5 NIV

“I am the vine; you are the 
branches. If you remain in me 

and I in you, you will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you 

can do nothing.



III. The Lord Gives
The Increase

2 Peter 3:18 NIV

But grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. To him be 
glory both now and forever! 

Amen.



III. The Lord Gives
The Increase

John 13:12-15 NIV

12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put 
on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you 
understand what I have done for you?” he asked 
them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and 

rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your 
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 

should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an 
example that you should do as I have done for you.
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